Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
The title compound, C 13 H 7 ClN 4 OÁC 2 H 6 O, was synthesized by the reaction of 4-chlorobenzaldehyde, malononitrile and 10% sodium hydroxide solution in an aqueous medium. In the crystal structure, the crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN, O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
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Comment
In recent years, amino-substituted 2-pyridones have attracted attention due to their promising features as an important core structure for the development of biologically active molecules (Kappe, 2004) . Pharmaceuticals with the 2-pyridone skeleton have emerged as antitumor (Varma, 1999 ), antifungal (Parlow et al.,2003 ), antibacterial (Hasvold et al. 2003 ), antiviral, antithrombotic (Li et al. 2000 agents. Meanwhile it is well known that the 2-pyridone ring system is a valuable building block in natural product synthesis. On the other hand, pyridine dicarbonitriles have been exhibited as potential novel prion disease therapeutics (Mederski et al. 1999) . Therefore design and synthesis of these compounds has been challenging. For these reasons, the synthesis of compounds containing cyanopyridine derivatives is strongly desired. In this paper we report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In the crystal structure, the dihedral angle between the C1/C2/C3/C4/C5/N1 plane and the C8-C13 benzene ring is 51.68 (13)° (Fig 1.) . The molecules are connected via N-H···N and N-H···O intermolecular hydrogen bonds, forming a three-dimensional network (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
Compound (I) was prepared by the reaction of 4-chlorobenzaldehyde (1 mmol), malononitrile (2 mmol), 10% sodium hydroxide solution (1 ml) in water (2 ml). Single crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a 95% aqueous ethanol solution (yield 48%; m.p. >573 K). IR (cm 
